
United States Bankruptcy Court, Southern District of Alabama 
Quarterly Bankruptcy Section Meeting 

November 16, 2021 
 

1. Jeffery Hartley, Section Chair 
• Holiday party? 

2. Judges Callaway and Oldshue 
• Going back to in-person court the week of January 17th.  Waiting to 

see what district court does but masks will probably be required. 
Chapter 7 and 13 341’s to remain telephonic for at least first meeting. 

• Communications with clerk’s office and chambers staff: 
o Emails with all other parties cc’d versus ex parte phone calls. 
o Minor procedural issues only. 
o Staff should ask their lawyer first before contacting the court. 
o Showing courtesy – word gets to the judges. 

• Service on corporate officers—title OK, name not required, per 
pending amendment of Rule 7004 effective December 2022. Service 
checklist on website has been updated. 

• Service by certified mail — return receipt must be filed.  Don’t create 
extra work for yourself by using certified mail when first class mail is 
allowed.  

• Proposed orders.  Lawyers are clearly not reviewing many orders sent 
to chambers which do not accurately reflect what was done in court. 

• CARES Act chapter 13 plan extensions up to 84 months—window 
closes 3/27/22.  Orders must be entered by then; file your motion by 
mid-February.  

• Motions for discharge in chapter 13 not using the LBF283 negative 
notice procedure (e.g., debtor deceased or incapacitated).  New 
chapter 11 motion for discharge event being created. 

• Chapter 7 trustee’s fees in cases converted to 13. 
• New eSR (electronic self-representation) module on the court website 

for pro se chapter 7 debtors. 
• Updated chapter 11 confirmation checklist on website (to include 

subchapter V) 
• Update on recent title pawn rulings: 



o In re Womack, 2021 WL 3856036 (11th Cir. Aug. 30, 
2021)(petition filed within first 30 days after pawn—debtor can 
treat in plan) 

o In re Northington, 876 F.3d 1302 (11th Cir. 2017)(petition filed 
during second 30 days—debtor has only right of redemption, 
time continues to run, debtor can’t treat in plan over objection) 

o In re Deakle, 617 B.R. 709 (Bankr. S.D. Ala. 2020), aff’d, 
TitleMax of Alabama, Inc. v. Deakle, 2021 WL 1759302 (S.D. 
Ala. Mar. 31, 2021)(even if petition filed more than 60 days 
after pawn agreement, title pawn lender can waive forfeiture by 
failing to object to plan) (currently on appeal to Eleventh 
Circuit). 

 
3. Andrea Redmon, Clerk of Court 

• Fees due upon filing 
• December 1, 2021 Rule 9036 – limiting high volume noticing 

 
4. Mark Zimlich, Bankruptcy Administrator 

 
5. Danny O’Brien, Chapter 13 Trustee 

 
6. Consumer and business committees – chairs Stephen Klimjack and Danielle 

Mashburn-Myrick 
 

7. Open the floor 
 

8. Next meeting February 8, 2022 


























